
« Painting is not made to decorate apartments.
It’s an offensive and defensive weapon against the enemy »

Pablo Picasso When Picasso chose Guernica (painted in Paris 
from May 1 to June 4, 1937) as a subject for the 
painting commissioned by the Spanish Repu-
blican Government for the 1937 World Fair in 
Paris, he was signing a political act. This pain-
ting denounces the bombing of Gernika, the 
sacred city of the Basques, during the Spanish 
Civil War, on April 26, 1937, by the Air Force of 
the Condor Legion sent by Hitler and Mussolini 
to support the nationalist putschist troops who 
sought to overthrow the Spanish Republic. The 
order was given by the High Command of the 
Francoist army. As Picasso himself put it: «The 
Spanish struggle is the battle of reaction against 
the people, against freedom. In the panel on 
which I am working, which l shall call Guernica, 
and in all my recent works of art, l clearly express 
my abhorrence of the military caste which has 
sunk Spain into an ocean of pain and death.»

The Committee for the Defense of the Catalan Republic in Paris would like to take the oppor-
tunity of this exhibition to denounce the repression being exerted by the Spanish State against 
the Catalan people. Today, the Spanish government has criminalized the independence mo-
vement, despite its overwhelming majority in the Catalan Parliament. All the members of the 
Catalan Government, the former President of the Parliament and the leaders of the ANC and 
OMNIUM associations, who organized both the peaceful Referendum on Self-Determination of 
October 1, 2017, as well as the many demonstrations that have taken place to this day, are either 
in pre-trial detention, awaiting as yet unscheduled judgment, or in exile.
The Catalan Republic, because of its transversal and non-violent nature has become the most 
convincing way to challenge a corrupt Spanish government, with francoist roots, unable to esta-
blish a political dialogue and whose only solution to resolving conflict is to resort to violence and 
repression. This is the same ideology which Picasso denounced more than 80 years ago. In his 
will, opened after his death in 1973, he wrote « Guernica belongs to the Spanish people, and 
will not be returned to them until they have recovered the freedoms that were stolen from 
them » Politics decided otherwise.
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